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by the French Assembly, the English Government began to
see the beginnings of a design to plunge England into that
chaos of barbarism which seemed to accompany " liberty "
n   France.    It   was   necessary   to  repress  these   English
democratic societies.    Pitt, who had once said that the
Revolution  would  " terminate  in  general  harmony  and
regular order/1 in " freedom rightly understood, freedom
resulting from good order and good government/'1 began to
realise how greatly he had been mistaken, and to see that the
Revolution meant disorder in France and sedition in England/
The execution  of the King was the last event which
rendered   war   between   England  and   France   inevitable.
That war must sooner or later have begun in any case, but by _ the exe-
the cruel fate of Louis precipitated it.    The news reached Louis xvi.
London on January 23, and on the next day, Chauvelin,
the French Ambassador, was ordered to quit the kingdom.
On February i France declared war on England and Holland.
Nevertheless, Great Britain did not take up arms with the
object of restoring the French monarchy.    She entered the
war, not as Austria and Prussia had done, to re-establish the
power of the Bourbons—to check this had been the cardinal
principle of her policy throughout the whole of the century
—but to defend her own monarchy and her trade.  England
was resolved merely  to  confine France  within her  own
boundaries and to prevent the Republic from forcing dis-
ruptive propaganda upon other countries: with the internal
organisation of her neighbour's government  she had no
concern.    Soon the war became more clearly than ever a
mere incident in England's long struggle for commercial
supremacy and the acquisition of overseas possessions—a
continuation of the wars of the eighteenth century.    A
counter-crusade  against  republicanism,   a  defence  of  the
Bourbons, it never became in the minds of the English states-
men, though this was what Burke and the philosophers
wished it to be.2
1	Eng.  Hist.  Rev.,   vol.  xxvii. (1912),  "Burke,  Windham  and
Pitt," by J. H. Rose, p. 702.
2	See Eng. Hist. Rev,, vol. xxvii. (1912), " Burke, Windham and
Pitt," by J. H. Rose.

